Sample Questions to Ask the Students or
Parents for Information Gathering

The following questions are designed to assist in gathering information from families or youth
to determine the extent to which their living arrangement is fixed, regular, and adequate.

A fixed residence is one that is stationary, permanent, and not
subject to change

. Isthis apermanent arrangement or just temporary?

. Areyou looking for another place to live?

« Do you planto move out soon?

« Why are you staying in your current place?

« Where were you living right before this place? Why did you
leave?

« Where would you go if you couldn’t stay where you are?

« Areyou staying with friends/relatives just for a little while?

« Didyou and your friends/relatives decide to move in together
and share a home and expenses for the long term? Or is this a
temporary situation for you?

« Couldyour friends/relatives ask you to leave if they wanted to?

« Areyou all sharing the home equally, or are you more like
guests in the home?

Fixed

A regular residence is one that is used on a regular [i.e., nightly] basis

« Doyoustayinthe same place every night?

« Doyouhave akey to the place where you are living?
« Doyoumove around alot?

. How long have you been at that place?

. How longdo you plan to stay?

« How long did you live in your last place?

Regular

An adequate residence is one that is sufficient for meeting both the
physical and psychological needs typically met in home environments

« How many people are living in the home? How many

bedrooms/bathrooms does it have?

« Areyou and your children sharing a room? How many people are

staying in one room?

Are you and your children sleeping in a bedroom, or in a public area,

like a dining room?

« Does the home have heat/electricity/running water?

« What condition is the home in? Does it keep out rain and wind? Is it
safe? Is it warm and dry?

. Canyoucome and go as you please?

Adequate



